
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 5, 2020 

 

 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 

 As we approach the celebration of 200 years in our journey, we find ourselves at a crucial juncture 

in the life of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. This letter signals the start of a new phase of pastoral planning, 

through which our parishes and faithful people who comprise them will be called to more fully radiate 

Christ, to live and grow as disciples in their homes, workplaces, communities and the broader world.  

 

 This process is essential to re-embracing our call to missionary discipleship for the third 

millennium, and therefore your participation is absolutely necessary. Each of our pastoral planning 

processes have built upon the ones that preceded them. Full and attentive cooperation is necessary for the 

success of this process, which has the potential to guide us to a hopeful and vital future. 

 

 Updates and requests will be made through Father Jan Schmidt, Director for Pastoral Vitality and 

Evangelization regarding our efforts. I thank you in advance for your prompt and thorough response to 

requests for information. Under Father Schmidt’s direction, the Center for Pastoral Vitality, which includes 

the Office for Pastoral Planning, will be orchestrating the many facets of our plan.  

 

 Many elements of the process will be facilitated through the twelve deaneries as managed by the 

Deans themselves. They act on my behalf and under my authority and I ask your full cooperation with their 

direction in these matters. You will receive more specific information at one of four upcoming deanery-

based virtual convocations in November, as follows: 

 

• Monday, Nov. 9 – Cathedral, St. Lawrence and St. Margaret Mary Deaneries 

• Tuesday, Nov. 10 – Springfield, Sidney and St. Mary’s Deaneries 

• Wednesday, Nov. 11 – St. Francis de Sales, St. Martin and St. Andrew Deaneries 

• Thursday, Nov. 12 – Hamilton, Dayton South and Dayton North Deaneries 

 

 Fr. Schmidt will contact you soon with details on how these will be organized and conducted. If 

you are not able to attend the meeting designated for your deanery, you may register for one of the other 

meetings. Any priest who is unable to attend any of the four meetings is asked to notify me personally. 

 

 I am very aware that some of you are anxious for this process to move forward quickly, and so ask 

you to be patient, understanding that prudence requires us to proceed in a well-informed and strategic 

manner. I have heard the critique of previous planning processes, that pastors were left to implement the 

plans with little guidance or support, and want to assure you that we do not intend that to be the case with 

this process. 

 



 

 As I stated in my recent pastoral letter, Radiate Christ, the occasion of the bicentennial celebration 

of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati affords us an opportunity to reflect on the reality and the mission of Christ 

as they exist in our local Church. As we celebrate the first 200 years of faith in the Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati, we forge ahead into a grace-filled period of reflection and examination to bring about even 

greater vitality in our local Church. Your whole-hearted participation is indispensable and much 

appreciated. 

 

        Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

       
 

        Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr 

        Archbishop of Cincinnati 


